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A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING A SOUTH CENTRAL
COMMUTER RAIL SERVICE AND REQUESTING FEDERAL FUNDS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT A
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT FOR THAT SERVICE

WHEREAS, a South Central commuter rail service would add choice, access, mobility, and safety,
particularly during winter driving conditions, for moving people between the Municipality of Anchorage and the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and
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17181 WHEREAS, commuter rail service would serve 10,000 people who currently work at the Ted Stevens
191 Anchorage International Airport and provide rail transit alternatives to other employment centers, major health,
20 education, and shopping clusters throughout South Central Alaska; and

211
22 WHEREAS, thousands of rural and urban Alaskans, as well as tourists, who fly into Ted Stevens
23 Anchorage International Airport everyday to conduct business and shop, need affordable transportation
24 alternatives to and from Downtown Anchorage, Dimond Center, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

25
26 WHEREAS, the Glenn Highway is the only major transportation link between two of Alaska's fastest

27 growing populations and commuter rail will provide an alternative transportation link, relieving highway congestion;

28 and
2930 WHEREAS, commuter rail may help delay the decision to expand the Glenn/Parks highway to eight lanes
31 thereby savings tens of millions of dollars which can be spent on other necessary infrastructure; and

3233 WHEREAS, the Municipality of Anchorage is a non-attainment area for air quality and commuter rail will

34 help reduce air pollution by taking cars off the highway system; and

35
36 WHEREAS, commuter rail will help promote efficient land use and transit oriented housing developments;

37 and
38
39 WHEREAS to lay the foundation for a commuter rail service, the Alaska Railroad Corporation has been

40 making necessary safety and infrastructure improvements to its rail system within the South Central Region by
41 straightening tracks and converting to automated switching technology which improves operating times; and

42
43 WHEREAS, commuter rail service requires operating subsidies similar to other mass transit alternatives

44 including highway construction and maintenance; and

4546 WHEREAS, the governments of the Municipalityof Anchorage and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough have
47 already established a Regional Transportation Planning Agency which is able to lend its support to the formation
48 of a Regional Transportation Authority that can administer the new commuter rail service.

49
50 NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves:

5152 Section 1: That the Anchorage Municipal Assembly hereby endorses formation of a Regional
53 Transportation Authority with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and seeks assistance through Alaska's
54 Congressional Delegation for Federal funding necessary to support a demonstration project for South Central

55 commuter rail service,
56
57 Section 2: That the Anchorage Municipal Assembly recommends that the Regional Transportation
58 Planning Organization review costs and benefits of creating a Regional Transportation Authority to implement
59 transportation projects of regional significance for the Municipality of Anchorage and Matanuska-Susitna Borough.

60 111 :: :lLZ?j£_~- 61 PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this -L:2.~day of , 2003.
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